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Could YOU give a hand? 

Please come along anytime between 7.00-10.00pm on these dates: 

Tuesday 29th / Wednesday 30th / Thursday 31st August 
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Letter to Parishioners 
 

Reading:  Matthew 28 verses 16-20 

Dear Friends 

I am actually writing this in July before I 
go on holidays.  Trying to be organised 
and get ahead of my work.  As you may 
know by now I will be on ‘study leave’ 

from 6th September to 6th October.  I have been invited by The 
Anglican Leadership Institute to the USA, along with 14 other 
Anglican clergy, including 8 bishops, to go to Martha’s Vineyard for 
a month of study in the area of church leadership.  I am grateful to 
the Bishop and the Select Vestry who have agreed for me to go on 
this study leave.  Personally, I am hoping it will be a time of renewal 
and refreshment for myself and in turn for you as a congregation 
when I return. 

 

September is traditionally the month when church activities resume 
after the long summer holidays.  It will be no different here at Holy 
Trinity.  Our youth organisations will resume, SEED and LIGHT will 
resume on a Sunday and all the different adult fellowship 
organisations will begin a new term of work.  However, what about 
the world outside of Holy Trinity?  What about the community of 
Carrickfergus?  Will they even know we have resumed a new term 
of ‘work.?’  Of course, parents will know the uniformed 
organisations have resumed, along with school, maybe even to 
their relief!!!    

 

According to the 2011 census there are 37,659 people resident in 
our town.  Being generous with the size of church buildings we 
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could, collectively all the churches in the town, accommodate about 
6000 of those people on any given Sunday.  I am not sure 6000 
actually attend worship in our churches on a Sunday.  However, 
imagine each church was full each Sunday - there would still be 
almost 32,000 people not there.  Look around you on a Sunday 
morning as you leave your home, how many of the people who live 
in your street attend church?  In Meadow Hill Close there are 6 
families out of approximately 40 homes.  Why am I writing all this 
to you?  Well, I want you to take a moment and read the verses 
mentioned at the beginning of this letter. 

 

Those verses are usually called ‘the Great Commission.’  In them 
Jesus commands His disciples to go in to all the world and preach 
the gospel.  That command is our command as we begin a new 
term of work.  Yes, part of the fulfilling of that command is the work 
we do within the walls of Holy Trinity in all our varied organisations.  
However, the greater task is to actually to go the world, to the 
community of Carrickfergus, with the good news of Jesus Christ.  
In John 14 verse 6 Jesus tells His disciples that He alone is the 
Way, the Truth and the Life and that no one can come to God the 
Father except through Him.  In Hebrews 9 verse 27 we are told that 
it is appointed for each man to die and then the judgment.  Let me 
ask you something:  Do you believe these two verses?  Do you 
believe that when someone dies they face the judgment of God?  If 
you do, do you believe that without Christ they face a lost eternity, 
what Christ and the Bible calls ‘Hell?’   Do you believe that in Christ 
alone is salvation found?   IF you answer ‘Yes’ to these questions 
let me ask you some further questions:  What are you doing about 
the 37,659 people in this community hearing the good news of 
Christ Jesus?   What are you doing about those members of your 
family, whom you love, who do not know Jesus Christ as their Lord 
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and Saviour?  What are you doing to fulfil the great commission 
which Christ has called you to fulfil as His disciple? 

 

You see, and you may get offended here, all too often in Church, 
and that includes Holy Trinity, we leave this commission to the 
ministry teams, to the leaders of our organisations or to those 
whom we consider ‘confident’ in the faith.  That is an abdication of 
our calling as a follower of Christ.  It is the task of us ‘ALL’ to fulfil 
the great commission of Matthew 28. 

 

So, as we begin a new terms work can I ask you Are you going to 
get involved?  Are you going to fulfil the Commission Christ has 
called you to?  If you are not then Holy Trinity will die, slowly but 
inevitably it will die.  Why?  Because God will remove His Spirit from 
this place - heed this warning given to another church that was 
lukewarm - Revelation 3 verses 14-22.  Let us not be a ‘lukewarm 
church’ but one that is on fire for Christ, filled with the Holy Spirt - 
empowered, gifted, enabled and seeking with every ounce of our 
being to fulfil the great commission.  so - take a Bible in your Hand 
with the Saviour in your Heart and the Purpose of the Great 
Commission in your Lives - and watch the amazing work that Christ 
will do this term in this place. 

God bless 
Rev Dr Alan McCann  
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LIGHT (Sunday School) 
Light begins for the new session on 
Sunday 3rd September in the 
Courtney Hall. There will be a meeting 
for all teachers and children. 
Following this, P1 to P7 age children 
will watch a video upstairs. Looking 
forward to seeing everyone again. 

 

Many thanks, 

Christine (Chrissi) McDermott 
 

Special Evening of Prayer 
There will be a special evening of prayer for the parish on 
Wednesday 6th September, 7:30pm – 9:30pm at Holy Trinity. 
Please come along during this time to pray for the work of the 
parish in the term ahead. 

Ephesians 6 verse 18 says: “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert 
and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” 

So, come along and join with the people of God and pray for Holy 
Trinity and seek God for His blessing on this term’s work. 

 

Yours in Christ 

Rev Dr Alan McCann  
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Seed 
Sunday Evenings 7.30pm at Holy Trinity 

Seed starts back on the 10th 
September and we welcome all youth 
at Holy Trinity who are 1st year of 
secondary school and above. We learn 
together in fellowship about the Lord. 

We play game, drink coffee, eat sweats and much more. Come 
along on Sunday from 7.30 to 9pm in the upstairs coffee bar. See 
you then.  

God bless 

Ryan Moffett 

 

Young at Heart 
  

Young at Heart Restarts Monday 
4th September 11.30am - 1.00pm. 
Please join us for fellowship and 
refreshments. We will have news 
about our meetings for the coming 
year.  

 

God Bless 

Yvonne Best, Joan Cummings & Liz Adair 
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Our Family Tree 
The tree has been painted and the photographs have been added. 
If you cannot find your picture please inform Karen Buchanan and 
we will attempt to capture photographs of everyone we have 
missed. 

 

From the Treasurer 
FWO Donations 
In this month’s magazine, you will see your 
donations for FWO for the six-month period 
ending 30th June 2017. 

If you have any queries please speak with Drew 
Buchanan. 

Half way through another year gives me time to reflect on our 
budget for the year and to evaluate if we are staying within agreed 
financial guidelines. 

I would wish to place on record my thanks for the continued 
financial support and call again on everyone to review their giving. 
I would also ask again to those contributing by envelope to consider 
setting up a standing order as this greatly assists in setting budgets 
for the year. 
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Drew Buchanon MBE 

Treasurer 
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Holy Trinity Bowls Fellowship 
 

Welcome to our new bowling season 
starting back on Thursday 7th 
September with our AGM and fun 
bowling. 

We meet every Thursday evening 
@730pm in Holy Trinity. All standards 
are welcome, beginners to the skilful. 

Come along and enjoy the bowls, craic and a cup of tea. (What else 
could you ask for?) For any more information please speak to me 
or any of the members. 

God Bless 

Vic Wootton 
 

Announcements 
If you have any information you wish to pass to 
the congregation via the data projector, please 
e-mail it to Marjory Edgar at: 
announcements@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk 

by the Friday afternoon of each week. 

 

 



 

 

	
	HOLY	TRINITY	CARRICKFERGUS		

	
	 	

12 	
September	2017	

	
	 	

8th Carrickfergus BB Company 
 
Hello everyone. First of all, I 
would like to thank you for the 
kind words and encouragement 
as I take up the new role as 
Boys’ Brigade Captain. As a 

church, this is a fantastic opportunity for us to point these young 
boys and young men to Jesus. For this, I would appreciate your 
continued prayer for our Boys’ Brigade and leaders. 

The new session will commence with a registration evening for 
parents on Wednesday 6th September at 6:30pm-7:30pm. The first 
night will then take place on Monday 11th September at 6pm for 
Anchor Boys (Year 1-Year 4) and 7pm for Juniors and Company 
(Year 5+). Everyone is welcome!! 

 
God bless 

Adam Fittis 

 Captain 
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349th Carrickfergus Girls Brigade 
   
Hello everyone. I hope you all have had a great 
summer break and are ready for a new session at GB. 
The registration evening will be on Tuesday 12th 
September 7 - 8 pm. All girls are back on Tuesday 19th 
September in full uniform, Ladybirds and Explorers 6-
7:10 pm Juniors seniors and brigadiers 7:15 - 9:30 
pm. Looking forward to seeing you all there.  

  

God bless 

Helen Fittis 
(Officer in Charge of Ladybirds and Explorers) 

 

Sound Operators 
With Chris Wootton heading off to Cumbria University in 
September and Matthew Edgar involved with the Praise Band, we 
are looking for anyone with an interest in becoming an additional 
Sound Operator for the church services. There are no restrictions 
on anyone interested, any age, no experience required. Training 
will be given.  

If interested, please speak to John Fittis (the younger!). 

John Fittis 
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Who’s Who from the Pew! 
 
What is your name?  Elaine Barnett 
 

How old are you?   63 
 

Where were you born? Blackpool. Until 
I was 8 my mum and dad owned a hotel 
on the promenade. I still have my 
Lancashire accent – even though I’ve 
been living in Northern Ireland for over 
40 years. It makes me smile when 
people in Lancashire tell me I’ve got a 
lovely Irish accent – because I know I 
really haven’t! 
 

Family members?   I’ve been married to John for 42 years and we have a 
son and daughter. It’s great that they both live in N. Ireland because it 
means we get to see our 3 grandchildren fairly often. 
 

Where do you live?  We’ve lived in Whitehead since 1979. 
 

 What is/was your job?  I worked first of all as a Primary School teacher, 
then stayed at home while the children were young. When they were a bit 
older I went back to work, and for 26 years I have worked for the Methodist 
Church - for 15 years I was an Administrator in Edgehill Theological College. 
After that I was part of the Ministry Team in Woodvale Methodist on the 
Shankill Road, and then in Craigyhill Methodist in Larne. So I worked 
alongside the ordained minister visiting members of the congregation 
whether at home, in nursing homes or in hospital, and also preaching 2 or 
3 times a month and conducting funerals. Here in Holy Trinity I’m enjoying 
going back to my office/admin roots. 
 

What school did you go to?  I went to Elmslie Girls’ School in Blackpool - 
a Church of England grammar school in the Blackburn Diocese. The school 
assembly every morning involved a hymn and a chanted psalm – and 
although I am happy and settled in Methodism, I really enjoy going to choral 
evensong – perhaps in a cathedral when we’re on holiday. 
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What is your favourite meal?  Christmas dinner! Actually, I like any roast 
dinner – although I do like rice dishes too, like sweet chilli chicken or chicken 
korma. 
 

What are your favourite hobbies/activities?  I enjoy relaxing in front of 
the TV with some cross stitch, and I have always loved watching athletics. 
I went with my daughter to quite a few of the sessions at the London 2012 
Olympics, including a couple of Usain Bolt’s races and ‘Super Saturday’ 
when Mo Farah, Jessica Ennis-Hill and Greg Rutherford won gold medals. 
In August this year we went to the London 2017 World Athletics 
Championships and were very pleased to get autographs and selfies with 
Paula Radcliffe, Colin Jackson, and Greg Rutherford. 
 

What is your favourite film?   Oh, that’s a hard question! Sound of Music 
would have to be in there, and so would Singin’ in the Rain, and I love 
James Garner in Support Your Local Sherriff. More recently John and I 
enjoyed Morgan Freeman and Michael Caine in Going in Style, and I loved 
Hidden Figures – the story of black women who were exceptionally gifted 
mathematicians working in the early days of the space programme and the 
prejudice they had to deal with in the USA of the 1960s. 
 

What was your favourite TV character as a child?  I used to love Teddy 
in Andy Pandy (of course that’s the original puppet version in the Watch 
with Mother series for pre-school children, not the animated remake!) I did 
NOT like the other characters in the stories at all, but Teddy was always so 
full of fun. 
 

Have you done anything you think people would be surprised about? 
I saw Jimi Hendrix live! – twice! Actually, I wasn’t that keen on him but he 
was on the bill of some of the big pop tours that came to Blackpool and it 
was the others I really wanted to see – groups like The Walker Brothers, 
Cat Stevens, The Move and Amen Corner. 
A few years ago I climbed the Sydney Harbour Bridge – and I’ve got the 
certificate and T-shirt to prove it! 
 

Where do you go to church?  My home church is Whitehead Methodist, 
although for the last 11 years I was worshipping in the churches where I 
was on the Ministry Team (and sometimes I’m here in Holy Trinity!)  
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When did you start working in Holy Trinity?  I’ve been employed here 
since the beginning of June, but I started coming in one morning a week, 
on a voluntary basis, since the beginning of March and I must say 
everybody has been very friendly and welcoming. 
 

Who has been the biggest influence in your life? Probably my 
grandmother, ‘Nanna’. Her husband died in the First World War through 
mustard gas poisoning when my Mum was only 18 months old so things 
were obviously very difficult for her. Her faith and prayer life were the source 
of her strength and made a big impression on me. 
Also, Rev Jim MacCormack, who was our minister in the 1980s, had a 
wonderful teaching ministry and really influenced my faith journey. He was 
also the one to encourage me to train as a Local Preacher (similar to a Lay 
Reader). 
 

What is your favourite hymn?  Another difficult question! If I really could 
only choose one, even though I really love more recent hymns and praise 
music, I would probably choose one of Charles Wesley’s hymns ‘O Thou 
who camest from above’. I particularly like verse 3: 
 Jesus, confirm my heart's desire 
 To work, and speak, and think for thee; 
 Still let me guard the holy fire, 
 And still stir up thy gift in me - 
 

What is your favourite Bible verse? Ephesians 3:16-18 
I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power 
through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may 
have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and 
long and high and deep is the love of Christ. 
 

That would be my prayer – that as Christians we could live in the enormity 
of that love. It would transform our lives, and the lives of those around us. 

 
Elaine, thank-you. 
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Holy Trinity Part-time Administrator 
A new role has been created at Holy Trinity to ensure the smooth 
running of all the administration tasks and queries that a church 
encounters. That post has been filled by Elaine Barnett. We asked 
Elaine to describe this role for us: 

“ Well, it’s for 10 hours per week and I’m usually in the office from 
10.00am-12.00pm, Monday to Friday – although there is some 
flexibility in those hours. 

It involves offering behind-the-scenes support to the Rector, Parish 
Secretary, Treasurer and Select Vestry: 

I attend Select Vestry meetings and record the Minutes, 

deal with enquiries and Parish correspondence (post and email) 
and phone calls to the church, 

book rooms for people / organisations so they are entered on the 
church calendar on the website. 

I see it as taking responsibility for some of the admin tasks to free 
people up to use their gifts, time and talents for the life and mission 
of Holy Trinity. 

I can be contacted in the office by: 

Tel:   028 9335 5609 (also shown on the front of the magazine)  

Email:  office@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk ” 

 

Elaine, thank-you again. 
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Prayer Team 
Alison Allen, Joan Harvey, Libby Todd & Nicky Quigg 

 

The prayer team no longer meet on Thursday 
nights for intercessory prayer but are now 
meeting instead each Sunday morning before 
the 10.30 am service in the prayer room. The 
slips will continue to be lifted in prayer 4 times 
as previously (usually over 4 weeks but may 
be over a longer period). Therefore, please do 
continue to make use of our prayer request box 

situated in the front hall of the church. As always, be assured that 
information on the slips remains confidential. 

The team will also be available for prayer at the front of the church 
after the Sunday morning service. Should you require prayer in a more 
confidential space please ask us to move into the prayer room with 
you and we will be happy to do so. We would encourage you to 
complete a prayer slip after you have attended for prayer so that we 
can continue to pray for your situation when we meet together.  
If you would be interested in being part of the prayer team that you 
consider this and know that we would dearly love to have your 
support. Please do approach one of us.   
 
 

Nicky Quigg 
On behalf of the prayer team 
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FellowshipCafé@ht 
Thursday 11am – 1pm 

Open to all 
 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who supported us throughout the summer 
months, especially many first-time visitors. We have been 
encouraged by the continual and loyal support for the work of 
Fellowship Café. 
We give a special thank you to Laura Kerr for stepping in to help 
during the holiday period. We look forward to working with her in 
the future. 

Thanks to your generosity, over the past couple of months, we have 
been able to add Kidney Research N.I. and Holy Trinity Crèche to 
our list of recipients of your donations, along with our regular giving 
to Holy Trinity Church and The Welcome Organisation. 

We trust God for His plans and we lay the future of the café in His 
hands. 

God is good † all the time 
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The Crafters of Holy Trinity 
Crafters @ HT meet on a Friday night 7-9pm ish. 
Time to sit down and have a couple of hours to 
try and finish off some projects that are sitting in 
the corner or start a new one. Cup of tea/coffee 
also helps? Don't know about anyone else but I 
have numerous projects. However, I need to 

finish one as I made a promise to my nephew and it will be finished 
this year.  All welcome, we meet in the coffee bar upstairs. 

God Bless 

Helen Wootton 
 

Storehouse / Social Services 
There are families in our community who are 
really struggling and we want to make a 
difference. 

Please help by placing a weekly donation of 
Non-Perishable Food or Household Products 
in the Red Boxes in the Church foyer. 

At the end of each month we will split the items donated between 
these two very worthy community projects.  

If you have items of unwanted furniture, Storehouse will gladly take 
them off your hands. To arrange a collection please speak to 
Donna Harrison. 

Thank you for your support and prayers. 

God Bless, 

Donna Harrison & Elaine Gray 
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Face to Face Ladies Group 
Thursdays from 8pm – “Everyone Welcome” 

Programme for 2017/18 

Date Event 
Sun 24/9/17 @ 4pm Tea and Tranquilitiy 
Thu 19/10/17 @ 8pm Prayer and Reflection 

Thu 30/11/17 @ 7-9pm Christmas at the Courtyard & 
shopping at Anitas Gift Shop 

Thu 18/1/18 @ 8pm Brian and May Gault 
 “Look No Hands” 

Thu 15/2/18 @ 8pm Quiz Night 
Thu 19/4/18 @ 8pm “Send A Cow” 

Thu 17/5/18 @ 7:15pm A Meal Out (Venue to be confirmed) 
 

Janet, Liz & Janis 
 

Counters Rota  

Team	1	 Team	2	 Team	3	 Team	4	 Team	5	

Simon 
McDonald Olga Grange Mark Edgar David Sprott Karen 

Buchanan 

Ann Richmond Peter Moffett Elaine Gray Helen Wootton Sharon 
McNeil 

Ann McDonald Alison Moffett Marjory Edgar Margaret 
Addley Sue Majury 

 Arlene 
Macartney 

Graeme 
Hunter  Joanne 

Shimmon 
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Team	 Dates	

1	 	 17th	Sept	 22nd	Oct	 26th	Nov	
2	 	 24th	Sept	 29th	Oct	 3rd	Dec	
3	 27th	Aug	 1st	Oct	 5th	Nov	 10th	Dec	
4	 3rd	Sept	 8th	Oct	 12th	Nov	 17th	Dec	
5	 10th	Sept	 15th	Oct	 19th	Nov	 24th	Dec	

 
Drew Buchanan MBE - Hon Treasurer 

 

Holiday Bible Club 
For the fourth consecutive summer we ran 
our Holiday Bible Club, with the aim of 
reaching the children of the area with the 
Bible. As anticipated, the children came, 
listened, participated and enjoyed the daily 
programme of teaching and fun. (About 
80% of these children were from outside 
our church - and perhaps of no other 
church affiliation.) We could not have 
achieved this outreach without the efforts of 

a widely talented and enthusiastic team, of course, your 
answered prayers. 

P.S. Watch out! Our three pirates got a little carried away - and you 
may yet be challenged to walk the gangplank!!! 

 

Yvonne Best 
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C.M.S Used Postage Stamps 
Keep saving those used stamps (remembering to leave a small 
border) and pop them in the box on the church table, or hand them 
to me. The money raised from their sale helps support projects in 
Africa. 

Yvonne Best  
 

Trinity Tots - Toddlers Group 
Thursday mornings, 10.30am -12.00pm 

 

Trinity Tots toddlers group restarts Thursday 
7th September 10.30am - 12.00pm. We are 
looking forward to seeing our babies, toddlers 
and their carers for play, chat and a snack. 
 

God Bless 
Lisa, Carolynne and Liz 

 

TEA and COFFEE after the Services 
Volunteers are always needed to help with the tea and coffee after 
the service. If you can help, please add your name against a date 
on the list, or speak to Anne or either Lorraine. The list is beside 
the donation basket on the table. All donations are to help cover 
costs. 

Lorraine R, Lorraine H & Anne 
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Creche Rota – September 2017 
3rd Sept Adrienne 

Tasker 
Maureen 

Lunn 
Carolynne 
Lafferty 

 

10th Sept Anne Langley 
Arlene 

Macartney 
Sharon 
McNeill 

 

17th Sept Lorraine Ross Helen Fittis Joan Logan  

24th Sept 

 
	

	

No Creche 
	

	 	
	

 

Hi Everyone! 

If you can, please swap with someone else on the rota if you are 
unable to cover your day. A BIG thank you to everyone who helps 
and if you would like to be on the rota or wish to change your week 
please speak to me or ring / text me on 07791527507. 

Arlene Macartney 
 

Select Vestry 
If anyone wants an item raised at the Select Vestry please contact: 

Joanne Shimmon:  secretary@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk  
Drew Buchanan:   treasurer@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk  
 
or any member of SV. This includes booking the church hall for any 
events.  

Joanne Shimmon  
Select Vestry Secretary 
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Holy Trinity Chair Rota – September 2017 
Week 1 
3rd Sept 

Week 2 
10th Sept 

Week 3 
17th Sept 

Week 4 
24th Sept 

James Beattie Colin Watson Graeme Hunter Phil Moody 

Kel McDermott Simon McDonald Arlene 
Macartney 

Eddie Orr 

Colin 
McIlwaine 

Michael 
McDonald 

Bert Macartney David Sprott 

Garry 
Richmond 

Bob McDonald Maurice 
Langley 

Alan Sprott 

Wenda Gray Alan Heggarty Alan Graham  

 
Please note: if you are unable to meet your 
commitment, please change with a member of 
another team. Please be there for 9.30 am and set out 
the chairs and set out the Sanctuary. 

After the service, put the chairs away and tidy the hall. 

Thank you    

Simon McDonald 
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Avril Waller Pilates 

 
Hi everyone, 

I hope you have had a good summer and are now ready for another 
term of twisting, turning and building up your core strength to keep 
your body moving and working efficiently. 

Bring a thick mat and a small towel.  Wear socks and comfortable 
clothes that you can move easily in. 

Everybody welcome, men, women, beginners, experienced, young 
or old. It will be great to see you. 

Our first class back will be on THURSDAY 7th SEPTEMBER 2017 
at 10am for an hour and every Thursday after that. 

I have other classes in Larne & Inver on Tuesdays at 6.15pm and 
also in Downshire School on Wednesdays at 7.15pm. 

 

If you have any worries, call me on 9335 5129 or 0777 3899905 or 
email me; avrilwaller@talktalk.net 
 

Avril Waller, Pilates 
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Uplift 

 
website:www.weareuplift.com 

Email:  info@weareuplift.com, mobile: 07840453723 

Ryan Moffett - Creative and Production Director 
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Services – September 2017 
Date Reading 

Number 
Reader Title & Prayer 

Leader 
Book Chapter & Verses 

 
3 September 

2017 
1st Reading Carol Marshall HC Romans Chapter 5 verses 

1 - 11 

 2nd Reading Rev Alan 
McCann 

Prayers 
Libby Todd 

John Chapter 1 verses 
29 - 34 

 
10 September 

2017 
1st Reading David Sprott MP Ezekiel Chapter 33 verses 

7 - 11  

 2nd Reading Bill Lunny Prayers 
Jack Blair 

Matthew Chapter 18 verses 
15 - 20 

 
17 September 

2017 
1st Reading Avril Waller MP Psalm Psalm 103 verses 

8 - 18 

 2nd Reading Garry Richmond Prayers 
Kel McDermott 

Romans Chapter 14 verses 
1 - 12 

 
24 September 

2017 
1st Reading __________ Family Service _________

_ 
__________ 

 2nd Reading __________ Prayers 
Youth Fellowship 

_________
_ 

__________ 

 

Colin McIlwaine 
 

 


