
Holy Trinity Church 
Woodburn, Prospect Road, Carrickfergus 

 

 
FellowshipCafé@ht 

THURSDAY 11am – 1pm 

OPEN TO ALL 

THE FIRST 

FIVE YEARS 

God is good † all the time 

All the time † God is good 

Because it’s His nature 



It was during late 2013, whilst helping at concerts of a tour of a Fields of Life 
Childrens’ Choir from Uganda, that it was noticed all vibrant churches we visited 

had an area set aside for fellowship and coffee. Thoughts turned to our own 
church. Yes, we served coffee after the Sunday morning service 

but, was that enough? 
Following much prayer the concept and plans for opening our own café were 

put to our Select Vestry for approval, which was, in turn, granted. 
We already had the room, expertly designed and decorated by our  

Youth Fellowship. All we needed was the funding. This was promptly provided 
by members of our congregation. As the saying goes, “the rest is history.” 

 
We set out with a simple aim: 

“to provide an opportunity for fellowship over a cup of tea” 
 

With that in mind we had no problem seeking a suitable name: 

FellowshipCafé@ht. 

 
With that simple aim we, naturally, decided on a simple concept: 

“payment would be by voluntary donation 
or, simply accept it as a gift from us” 

 
We were not a business venture, so if any profit was 

forthcoming we would pass it to worthy causes. 
Not only did we receive funding from our congregation we were also blessed 

with product assistance from our friends at 
Twinings Tea ( Mallusk ) and  Farmview Dairies ( Castlereagh ) 

 
One of our regular visitors kindly funded two banners which  
have been displayed every Thursday for the past five years. 

 
 



 
So, everything was in place which enabled us to 

open our doors on Thursday April 10th 2014. 
 

 
Our start up team: Anne 

Langley, Donna Harrison and 
Maurice Langley. 

 
We humbly stood there in 
prayer hoping somebody 

would walk through the door!! 
Our prayers were answered. 
Despite a degree of success 
that same humility stands 

solid today. 
 

It quickly became apparent that, through Gods’ grace and love, coupled with 
our own prayers and those of our congregation, 

FellowshipCafé@ht would be a financially viable project. This enabled us 

to make the first of many donations to those worthy causes.  
 

Through the generosity of our visitors we have been able to donate funds to 
over fifty local, national and international organisations. 

 
From the very outset, serving a wonderful and loving God, through fellowship, 

bringing glory to His name, and advancing disciples for Christ were our 
priorities. These priorities remain to this day. 

Yes, money is involved but only as an added bonus. 
With this in mind, it is a condition that annual accounts are 

presented to the Select Vestry at the end of each year. 
 

Within the first few weeks, we sadly lost the services of Donna through work 
commitments. We were pleasantly surprised when four more members of our 

congregation, Hazel and Jack Blair, Lily Price and 
Joan Maxwell offered their services.  



 
Unfortunately due to ill health we also lost, after a few weeks, the services of 

Lily,  a much loved member of our team. 
We were then joined by Joanne and Terry Shimmon, who complemented a 

team that worked tirelessly over the next few years. 
 

  
L – R: Hazel and Jack Blair, Joanne and Terry Shimmon,  

Joan Maxwell, Anne and Maurice Langley. 
 

Each year we set aside one Thursday for a special fund raising day.  
Our first was in October 2014 and have continued this  

theme through the years. Events/Organisations have included:  
MacMillan Nurses Big Coffee Morning (three times) 

Lymphoma and Leukaemia Big Red Tea Party 
N.I. Childrens’ Hospice 

 
A typical table of refreshments 

 
 

 



 
In October 2015 we began to sponsor Emily Amumpaire through our 

friends at Fields Of Life. ( check out fieldsoflife.org ) 

 

 

Emily, now 12 years of age, lives with 
her mother in Kazo, Uganda and 

attends Jesus Cares for All 
Primary School. 

We sponsor her education 
and receive regular 

progress reports 
and letters from Emily. 

 

 

 

 

 

Following a visit to Abura, Uganda in 2017, by a team from Holy Trinity Church, 
we added Janan Adupa as our second sponsored child. 

    

 

  Eight years old Janan  
lives with his parents  

in Abura-Amwoonya in  
Northern Uganda and attends 
Abura Parents Primary School. 

 As with Emily, 
  we receive regular  
  updates and letters 

from Janan. 
 

 

You too can easily sponsor a child at Abura School. 
Simply log into: fieldsoflife.org or speak to any member of the 

 FellowshipCafé@ht team 



 

Since that opening day we have been truly blessed and it is only 
 through Gods’ amazing grace we have reached our fifth anniversary. 

As with all church organisations, FellowshipCafé@ht is not just about 

 the two hours on a Thursday morning. There are many ‘volunteer hours’ 
involved: shopping, setting up, baking and clearing up afterwards. 

Each café takes approx. 30 hours of volunteering. 
Not that anyone is complaining!! We do it because we have been 

 blessed with a call to serve God in this way, and we love it!! 
 

As we have already mentioned ‘baking’, we are privileged to have 
 a team of volunteers who bake goodies for our café.  

There are eight volunteers who take it in turns to provide home baked 
refreshments. Our baking team is: Fiona Shasko, Joanne Hunter,  
Hazel Blair, Karen Buchanan, Donna Harrison, Tracey Bowden,  

Helen Fittis and Janis Gibson. Plus, of course we have Anne Robinson 
 who baked scones every week and Anne Langley who regularly  

tops up the table with one of her cheesecakes or flans. 
 

Over the years we have built up a reputation of being a happy and safe 
 place to visit and we have been honoured to welcome  

visitors from other churches in the town. 
 

One Thursday in 2016 we were visited by a couple of ladies from 
 a local church. When we got chatting they confessed they were 

 visiting to see how we organised our café so they could open  
one in their own church. We took that as a huge compliment. 

During 2018 we were honoured to have been interviewed for an article in 
Connor Connections, the quarterly magazine for the Diocese of Connor. 

 
Our adopted mantra is “God is good † all the time. 
                                        All the time † God is good,  

                                     because it’s His nature.” 
We borrowed that from our friends in Uganda. 

“Katonda mulunji ekiseela kyona, kyona ekiseela Katonda mulunji,  
era ezo zembele ze” 



 

Please meet our current frontline team. 
 

 
 

Back Row, Maurice, Anne, Garry, Anne, Drew, Joan, Joanne, Laura, Hazel, Jack. 
Front Row, Karen, Fred, Terry, Fiona, Anne. 

Missing from the photo is our new volunteer, Joan Cummings. 

10 Trivia about FellowshipCafé@ht. 

1. Since April 10th 2014 there have been 252 cafés. 
2. We have closed on only 12 occasions due to funerals/public holidays 
3. Over £5000 spent in Carrickfergus shops during the five years. 
4. During 2018 we donated to our 50th worthy cause. 
5. We have donated a total of £17,000 to worthy causes. 
6. Of those worthy causes: 41 are local (N.I.) organisations, 

                  3 are National organisations, 8 are International organisations. 
7. Our largest single donation is to N.I. Childrens’ Hospice ( £1500 ). 
8. From an original team of 3 volunteer staff we now have a frontline 

team of 16 and a baking team of 8, plus Anne Langley, who regularly 
provides goodies and Anne Robinson who bakes scones most weeks.  

9. There are 22 members of our congregation actively involved. 
10. As well as locals, we have also had visitors from: mainland UK, 

Republic of Ireland, USA, Canada, Australia, Tenerife and Germany. 

God is good † all the time 



 
Your generosity has enabled us 
to support these organisations: 

 
HOLY  TRINITY  CHURCH 
CHILDLINE,   N.IRELAND 
N.I. CHILDRENS HOSPICE 
S.O.S      BUS,     BELFAST 
BOWEL    CANCER     N.I. 
BREAST   CANCER     N.I. 

ANGEL WISHES, LISBURN 
THE   SAMARITANS    N. I. 

CRECHE AT HOLY TRINITY CHURCH   -  STAND BY ME - HOLY TRINITY CHURCH MISSION FUND 
CITRAH FOUNDATION, CARRICKFERGUS    -     CARRICK CONNECT     -    THE BOYS BRIGADEN.I. 
IGLOO HOMELESS CHARITY, CARRICK   -   MEN AGAINST CANCER  -   N.I.STROKE ASSOCIATION 
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE YOUTH MISSION TO HUNGARY    –   CARRICK FRIENDS OF CANCER 
HOLY TRINITY MISSION TO UGANDA - 2017        -      NIPanC  PANCREATIC CANCER RESEARCH 

SALVATION ARMY HOMELESS SERVICE - PARKINSONS U.K - NEWTOWNABBEY STREET PASTORS 
BELFAST   STREET    PASTORS  –  UPLIFT ‘ASPIRE TO INSPIRE’  – THE WELCOME ORGANISATION 

TEAM   HAVEN    OUTREACH 
HOLIDAY BIBLE CLUB  at HT 
PARENTS   and  TOTS  at HT 
HOPE HOUSE,    WHITEHEAD 
UPLIFT  DANCE  EXCELLENCE 
ELIM STOREHOUSE, CARRICK 
N.I.   KIDS    TO     LAPLAND 
SOCIAL SERVICES,   CARRICK 
1  IN  3  CANCER   SUPPORT 

N.I. KIDNEY RESEARCH FUND 
DEMENTIA  AWARENESS  N.I. 
CRFC   DEFIBRILLATOR   FUND 
BREAST   CANCER  CARE   U.K. 

HOLY TRINITY  SUNDAY SCHOOL 
JUNIOR DIABETES RESEARCH FUND 
FIELDS OF LIFE CULTIV8 TEAM 2015 
FIELDS OF LIFE  ‘I AM GIRL’ PROJECT 
MERCY ALIVE,   KAMPALA, UGANDA 

STAND BY ME ETHIOPIA PROJECT 2019 
LEUKAEMIA AND LYMPHOMA RESEARCH 

FIELDSOF LIFE WATER FOR LIFE CAMPAIGN 
KILCREGGAN  URBAN  FARM,  CARRICKFEGUS 

FIELDS OF LIFE EAST AFRICA EMERGENCY APPEAL 
FIELDS OF LIFE CHILD SPONSORSHIP PROGRAMME 

KIWOKO  CHRISTIAN  HOSPITAL, LUWERO,  UGANDA 
HOPEFUL  HEARTS  CHILDRENS  ACADEMY,  KAMPALA, UGANDA 

, 

What does the future hold for FellowshipCafé@ht??? 

 

Whatever God has planned for us.  To Him be the Glory 
 


