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Letter to Parishioners 
 

Happy Easter.  
One of my favourite scenes from of the 
Vicar of Dibley is the Easter episode. 
Geraldine’s struggle to give up 
chocolate for Lent culminates with her 
dressing as the Easter bunny for Mrs 
Cropley, who is too ill to perform her 

annual distribution of Easter eggs. Geraldine is so concerned with 
being seen in her Easter bunny costume that she doesn’t realise 
that the other villagers have also been duped into dressing as 
Easter bunnies by Mrs Cropley.  

Easter is a particularly serious time in the Christian calendar. In the 
run up to Easter Sunday, many Christians give up items during Lent 
in a period of self- sacrifice and denial. This helps them focus on 
the gravity of the events of Holy Week. 

We remember the big parade that took place on Palm Sunday as 
Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey. People lined the streets and 
laid their cloaks and branches on the ground singing “blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord.” This was straight out of Psalm 
118:26. 

Jesus riding a donkey may seem strange to us today but this was 
to fulfil what the prophet Zechariah wrote: “Behold, your king comes 
to you, triumphant and victorious. He is humble and riding on an 
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ass, on a colt the foal of an ass.” (Zech 9:9). Horses were used 
almost exclusively for War in the Old Testament. A donkey was the 
way a king would enter a city without signifying military aggression. 
A donkey was considered very cool in biblical times, a bit like a 
Harley Davidson nowadays.  

 

The next big event in Holy Week was Jesus celebrating the 
Passover with the disciples. Jesus came to Jerusalem, fully aware 
that he would be betrayed and unjustly executed. In Luke we’re told 
the night before he died he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, 
and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this 
in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after the supper he took 
the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which 
is poured out for you” (Luke 22:19-20). So this was no ordinary 
Passover remembrance meal celebrated since the time of Moses. 
Jesus was announcing a brand new Covenant sealed in his blood. 
In the past God had entered into covenants with Noah (Gen:9), 
Abraham (Gen:12), Moses (Exod:19) and David (2 Sam:7). A 
covenant is an agreement made between two people in which 
promises are made.  

Jesus was explaining a new covenant, different from the covenant 
under Mosaic Law.  Paul spoke of two covenants, one from Mount 
Sinai (Gal: 4:25), the other from “the Jerusalem that is above” (Gal 
4:26). The Sinai covenant brought the law, described by Paul as 
“the ministry that brought death” (2 Cor 3:7) and “condemnation” (2 
Cor 3:9). The Jerusalem covenant was brought in by the death of 
Christ. Under this covenant Jesus himself acts as mediator 
between God and man (Heb 9:15). Unlike the Sinai covenant the 
covenant of Jesus was for all mankind, you can read more about 
the new covenant in Hebrews chapter 8. 
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The next action of Holy Week we remember is the solitude of Jesus 
praying at the Mount of Olives. Jesus knew what lay ahead of him, 
but he was prepared to endure it to bring about the New Covenant.   
We also remember the betrayal and arrest of Jesus followed by 
Peter’s denial. (Luke 22:47).  

On Good Friday we think of the violence that was directed against 
Jesus and his appearance before Pilate and Herod on false 
charges which resulted in his crucifixion. At noon we’re told,  

“darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, 45 for the 
sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus 
called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” 
When he had said this, he breathed his last”. (Luke 23:44-46). 

The temple curtain is of particular significance. God opened the 
way to the New Covenant, where he would no longer live in temples 
made by human hands (Acts 17:24). The Jerusalem temple was 
later destroyed in AD. 70, never to be rebuilt. The writer to the 
Hebrews tells us “By calling this covenant “new,” He has made the 
first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and outdated will soon 
disappear.” (Hebrews 8:13). 

So are you under the Old Covenant of the Law or are you under 
the New Covenant brought in by Jesus death? Paul tells us in 
Romans “there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives 
life has set you free from the law of sin and death” (Rom 8:1,2). The 
amazing thing about Easter isn’t just that the New Covenant frees 
us from the slavery of sin and death. It is that Jesus was raised 
from the dead, and the power which raised Jesus from the dead 
can live in each one of us and give life to our mortal bodies. 
Romans 8:11 tells us “if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also 
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give life to your mortal bodies because of] his Spirit who lives in 
you.” 

So how can we ensure that we are under the New Covenant?  We 
need to believe that Jesus was “delivered over to death for our sins 
and raised for our justification.” (Romans 4:25). When we do this 
God will credit righteousness to us (Romans 4:24).  This brings us 
into the New Covenant where the Spirit which raised Christ from 
the dead will live in us and give us life (Romans 8:11). Belief is not 
just an intellectual acceptance, belief is a heart driven decision to 
orientate our lives to live according to the Spirit. The prophet Isaiah 
spoke of his confidence in the Salvation prepared by God “I delight 
greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has 
clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of 
his righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels” (Isaiah 61:10) 

In the Vicar of Dibley we find the significance of Easter in people 
dressing up in rabbit costumes and bouncing about the village 
delivering Easter eggs. How sad! They have really missed the point. 
The message of Easter is not about dressing up in rabbit costumes 
and delivering eggs on Easter morning. The real message is that 
through Jesus’ death on the cross we get to put on the Royal Robes 
of righteousness. These robes aren’t just for Easter morning, they 
are for the rest of our lives. This realisation should make us 
bouncier than the Dibley Easter bunnies and happier too.  On 
Easter morning we should join all of Christendom in boldly 
proclaiming the Paschal greeting “Christ is risen!”  

 

God bless, Rev Dr Chris St John 
(Deacon Intern) 
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Alan’s Bible Study 
PLEASE NOTE NEW TIMES: 

Parish Bible Study- 
 Lunchtime 1pm – 2pm 

 & Evenings 8pm to 9pm 
Kerr Room 

 
Parish Prayer Time – 7:30pm to 8pm 

Kerr Room 
Bible Study is for everyone – so do not exclude yourself.  Come 
along and enjoy the fellowship together.  Come along and be 
blessed by God as we sit under His Word together and as He fulfils 
His promise to be present where two or three meet together in His 
Name. 

God bless Rev Dr Alan McCann 
 

Can you help the Vision Team? 
The aim of the Vision Team is for people to have;  

A Bible in their hands,  
A Saviour in their Hearts  
A Purpose in their lives. 
We are looking for new ideas to help further this aim. Would you be 
willing to help either on the team or by approaching members with 
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ideas or suggestions to help us reach out to those in our church 
and into our community? 

These are some of the things we have done over the past 3 years: 

Visiting Team- visit people who may appreciate an extra visit. 

Recycled Teenagers. 

Church Family Tree on the mezzanine level. 

The Men’s Breakfast. 

After Schools Club in Woodburn Primary School. 
Greeting Team to welcome visitors to special services. 

9 Lessons and Carols promotional leaflet drop. 

Easter Egg and promotional leaflet drop. 

Storehouse weekly collection. 

Light Parade at Christmas with JVC. 

 

The team are: 

Rev. Dr. Alan McCann   Drew Buchanan 

Carol Mulligan     Fiona Moody 

Sharon Piddock     Bert Macartney 

Ryan Moffett    Amy Moffett 
Karen Buchanan 

 

Drew Buchanan MBE 
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Recycled Teenagers 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Date Event 
Sat 20th May ‘17 Apple Tour, Co. Armagh 
Fri 30th Jun ‘17 Mini Golf 

 

 

Select Vestry 
If anyone wants an item raised at the Select Vestry please contact: 

    :  secretary@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk  
Drew Buchanan:  treasurer@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk  
 
or any member of SV. This includes booking the church hall for any 
events.  
 

Secretary 
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Prayer Team 
Alison Allen, Joan Harvey, Tess Hoey, Helen Hoey, Libby 

Todd & Nicky Quigg 
 

The prayer team no longer meet on Thursday 
nights for intercessory prayer but are now 
meeting instead each Sunday morning before 
the 10.30 am service in the prayer room. The 
slips will continue to be lifted in prayer 4 times 
as previously (usually over 4 weeks but may 
be over a longer period). Therefore, please do 
continue to make use of our prayer request box 

situated in the front hall of the church. As always, be assured that 
information on the slips remains confidential. 

The team will also be available for prayer at the front of the church 
after the Sunday morning service. Should you require prayer in a more 
confidential space please ask us to move into the prayer room with 
you and we will be happy to do so. We would encourage you to 
complete a prayer slip after you have attended for prayer so that we 
can continue to pray for your situation when we meet together.  
If you would be interested in being part of the prayer team that you 
consider this and know that we would dearly love to have your 
support. Please do approach one of us.   
 

Nicky Quigg 
On behalf of the prayer team 
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Face to Face Ladies Group 
Thursdays from 8pm – “Everyone Welcome” 

Programme for 2017 

Date Event 
April ‘17 No Meeting 

Thursday 18th May ‘17 A Meal Out! (venue to be confirmed) 
 

Janet, Liz & Janis 

 
Easter Vestry 

If you would like an electronic copy of the church accounts for the 
year ended 31st December 2016 please email: 

treasurer@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk 

 
 

TEA and COFFEE after the Services 
Volunteers are always needed to help with the tea and coffee 

after the service. If you can help, please add your name against a 
date on the list, or speak to Anne or Joanne. The list is beside the 

donation basket on the table. All donations are to help cover 
costs. 
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FellowshipCafé@ht 
Thursday 11am – 1pm 

Open to all 
 

“HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD” 
On Thursday April 10th 2014, Donna, Anne and myself stood 
apprehensively behind the counter wondering if anyone would turn 
up for our first ever Fellowship Café.    

We left it in Gods’ hands. 
WOW!! Our prayers have been well and truly answered. Three 
years on and we are still going strong. We have a lot to be thankful 
for. First and foremost, Gods’ grace and blessings. Secondly, the 
loyalty and generosity of those who have visited us. Finally, those 
who have given of their time to help and those who have used their 
baking skills to provide some amazing goodies.  

Special thanks goes to our friends at Twinings and Farmview 
Dairies who helped us to get started. 

Fellowship Café is not about money but it is only right that we share 
one truly amazing fact with you. Thanks to your generosity we have 
been able to support 33 worthy causes with our total now topping 
£10,000. 

“HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD” 
To Him be the glory 

 

God is good † all the time 
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Interactive Prayer Time 
We plan to hold our 2nd Inter-active Prayer Event on 9th and 10th 
April 2017. 

We would love to see many more people join us this time. For those 
who didn’t make it to the first one it is a time of quiet individual 
prayer, where you will move from one area to another.  

There will be areas for each topic and prayers printed for you to 
use if you wish. There is also a quiet peaceful area where you may 
just sit and listen to some music and pray. 

The times are Sunday 2pm – 9pm 

Monday 7am – 9am when we will have tea/coffee, toast, croissants 
and fruit. 

Monday 4pm – 8pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

Interactive Prayer Sessions 
Sunday 9th April 2 – 9pm 

Monday 10th April 6th 7 - 9am and 4 - 8pm 
 This is a come and go as you please event and you can come in 
and out as often as you wish during these times. 

Looking forward to seeing you all there. 

Karen Buchanan 
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349th Carrickfergus Girls 
Brigade 

 
 Dear All,  
 
Tuesday 4th April will be the final night of Girls 
Brigade for the year 2016-2017. Holy Trinity Girls 
Brigade will be celebrating its 25th year and 
therefore on that night we hope to finish with a 

very short parents evening come family fun night. Apart from a 
day trip on Saturday 6th May, for the company section, this will 
see us break for the summer. Girls Brigade will return again on 
12th September. We hope all girls and their families have a 
wonderful summer break.  
 
 
On a personal note the 4th April will be my last evening as 
Captain of Holy Trinity GB Company. I have enjoyed growing 
under the guidance of some wonderful Christian ladies and this 
will and already has had a lasting effect on my walk with God. The 
company under the guidance of some of the existing officers and I 
know that they would really appreciate some more help from 
within the congregation. If you feel that this ministry would be 
something you could get involved in please speak to Alan to find 
out more.  
Many thanks for your prayerful support over the years I have 
served as captain.  

Sarah Bell 
Captain 
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Young Peoples’ Badminton 
Juvenile Club meet on Saturdays 2pm – 4.30pm. 

 
Our numbers have increased over the last few 
weeks with between 20 and 25 attending each 
week which is very encouraging. 

 

On 11th March 10 players entered the North 
Down Junior Tournament. We had great success winning the 
following titles:- 

 

U-17 Boys Singles – Josh Boyd 

U-17 Boys Doubles – Josh Boyd and Mark Burnett 

U-15 Girls Doubles – Emma Greenfield and Judith Gregory 

U-11 Boys Doubles – Josh Nelson and Daniel Kennedy 

 

Our Senior Club are performing well in matches, currently 2nd in the 
North Down Mixed League, 3rd in the North Down Mens League 
and 1st in the East Antrim Mens League.  

 

God Bless. 

Graeme Hunter, Garry Richmond, Joanne Hunter and Donna 
Harrison 
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Messy Church  
Messy Church really does need you. 

Messy Church is on the first 
Sunday of each month. 

On an average Sunday we have 
crafts/games/painting which are 
already organised, story or talk 
which is taken by those willing to do 
so and then we meet together for 
some simple food afterwards.  

We really do need your help also Messy Church helps build 
confidence in those who join us.  

We are not asking for people to do the teaching part, but help with 
that would be appreciated, but we do need volunteers to help clear 
up after the crafts, make tea, put out sandwiches, buns, fruit etc on 
plates, tables need set up for us to eat. 

Help with making the crafts or supervising painting would be very 
much appreciated. The dates for Messy Church are as follows; 

 

  2nd April   3rd September 

7th May   1st October 

4th June   5th November  

2nd July   3rd December. 

6th August 
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Please check your diaries and see if you can help with any of these. 
If you would like to help please let me know in Church or by text or 
phone on 07728 440651. 

 

Karen Buchanan 
Co-ordinator 

 
 
 
 

Young At Heart 
 Ladies our next meeting will be on 
Monday 3RD April at 11.30 a.m. We 
will be doing craft Easter cards and 
arranging things for our dinner in 
May. See you all there. New faces 
always welcome. 

God Bless 

Eva & Violet 
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Storehouse / Social Services 
There are families in our community who 
are really struggling and we want to make 
a difference. 

Please help by placing a weekly donation 
of Non-Perishable Food or Household 
Products in the Red Boxes in the Church 
foyer. 

At the end of each month we will split the items donated between 
these two very worthy community projects.  

If you have items of unwanted furniture, Storehouse will gladly take 
them off your hands. To arrange a collection please speak to 
Donna Harrison. 

Thank you for your support and prayers. 

God Bless, 
Donna Harrison & Elaine Gray 

 

C.M.S Used Postage Stamps 
Keep saving those used stamps (remembering to leave a small 
border) and pop them in the box on the church table, or hand them 
to me. The money raised from their sale helps support projects in 
Africa. 

Yvonne Best  
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Holiday Bible Club 
 

 The dates for this year are 24th - 28th 
July. Put these dates in your diary. Feel 
free to speak to me any time about it. 

 

God bless 

Yvonne Best 
 
 

 

Seed 
Sunday Evenings 7.30pm at Holy Trinity 

 At YF we welcome all young people at 
Holy Trinity who are first year of 
secondary school and up. We meet in 
the Coffee Bar from 7.30pm to 9pm in 
Holy Trinity on Sunday evenings. In  

For more info about YF please contact me or speak to any of our 
leaders. 

Tel: 07840453723 

Seedyouthfellowship@gmail.com 

God bless 

Ryan Moffett 
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Counters Rota 
Team	1	 Team	2	 Team	3	 Team	4	 Team	5	
Simon 

McDonald Olga Grange Mark Edgar David Sprott Karen 
Buchanan 

Ann Richmond Peter Moffett Elaine Gray Carol Marshall Joy Graham 

Gerry Piddock Alison Moffett Marjory Edgar David 
Saunderson Sue Majury 

Ann McDonald Arlene 
Macartney Sharon McNeil Helen Wootton  

  Graeme 
Hunter 

Margaret 
Addley 		

 
Team	 Dates	

1	 26th	Mar	 30th	Apr	 4th	Jun	 9th	Jul	
2	 2nd	Apr	 7th	May	 11th	Jun	 16th	Jul	
3	 9th	Apr	 14th	May	 18th	Jun	 23rd	Jul	
4	 16th	Apr	 21st	May	 25th	Jun	 30th	Jul	
5	 23rd	Apr	 28th	May	 2nd	Jul	 6th	Aug	

 
Drew Buchanan MBE - Hon Treasurer 

 

 

Announcements 
If you have any information you wish to pass to 
the congregation via the data projector, please 
e-mail it to Marjory Edgar at: 
announcements@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk 

by the Friday afternoon of each week. 
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Creche Rota – April 2017 
2nd April 

Adrienne 
Tasker 

Maureen 
Lunn 

Olga Grange 
Carolynne 
Lafferty 

9th April Alison Moffett 
Lorraine 

Ross 
Joan Logan   

16th April Valarie Sprott Helen Fitts 
Sharon 
McNeil 

  

23rd April 	
	

No Creche 
	

	 	
	

30th April Arlene 
Macartney	 Anne Langley	

Morag 
Stewart	 		

 

Hi Everyone! 

If you can, please swap with someone else on the rota if you are 
unable to cover your day. A BIG thank you to everyone who helps 
and if you would like to be on the rota or wish to change your week 
please speak to me or ring / text me on 07791527507. 

Arlene Macartney 
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Holy Trinity Chair Rota – Apr 2017 
Week 1 
2nd Apr 

Week 2 
9th Apr 

Week 3 
16th Apr 

Week 4 
23rd Apr 

Week 5 
30th Apr 

James Beattie Colin Watson Graeme Hunter Phil Moody John Fittis 

Kel McDermott Simon McDonald Arlene 
Macartney 

Eddie Orr Daniel Lafferty 

Colin 
McIlwaine 

Michael 
McDonald 

Bert Macartney David Sprott Peter Moffatt 

Garry 
Richmond 

Bob McDonald Maurice 
Langley 

Alan Sprott Mark Taylor 

Wenda Gray Alan Heggarty Alan Graham  John Jr Fittis 

 
Please note: if you are unable to meet your commitment, please 
change with a member of another team. Please be there for 9.30 
am and set out the chairs and set out the Sanctuary. 

After the service, put the chairs away and tidy the hall. 

Thank you 

Simon McDonald 
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Trinity Tots - Toddlers Group 
Thursday mornings, 10.30-12.00 

 We have had a busy few weeks with lots of 
new faces at our group. We want to send our 
congratulations to the Holy Trinity families who 
have recently had new babies and would love 
to see you some Thursday morning to meet 
the new arrivals properly. Please do continue 
to give some thought to coming along to help 

with our group and to continue to pray for our members and their 
families. We are having a short break for Easter, no meetings on 
Thursday 13th or Thursday 20th April. We hope you all have a 
wonderful Easter and see you again on Thursday 27th. 
 

God Bless 

Lisa, Carolynne and Liz 
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Uplift 

 
website:www.weareuplift.com, Email:  info@weareuplift.com ,  

mobile:  07840453723 

Ryan Moffett  Creative and Production Director 
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Avril Waller Health & Fitness 

PLUS Pilates Classes for men and women. 

  

Weigh-in, Talk and exercise. 
Every Tuesday from 10-11.15am.  If you 
are thinking of losing weight for the 

summer, don’t wait until the summer!  Start now.  Hope to see you 
soon. Classes are closed on Tuesday 18th April. 
 

 

Pilates 
Every Thursday from 10-11am.  Men and women welcome.  Bring 
a thick mat, a towel and your body!  You’ll be amazed at what you 
can do, once you’ve warmed up.  Everyone welcome. Classes are 
closed on Thursday 13th April. 

If you want more information, my details are below. 
 
Email: avrilwaller@talktalk.net 

Phone: 9335 5129 Mobile: 0777 3899905 

Website:www.avrilwallerhealthfitness.com 

Avril 
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Jokes of the Month 
I dropped a tub of margarine on my foot last week ........’ I can’t 
believe it’s not Better’. 

I dig, you dig, he digs, she digs, we dig, they dig,.........It’s not a 
beautiful poem but it’s very deep. 

For those worried about their weight, if you eat a whole cake 
without cutting it, technically you only had one piece. 

I showed the damaged remains of my luggage to my lawyer and 
said, "I want to sue the airline."  "You don't have much of a case," 
he replied. 

Nicola Sturgeon has called for the rugby match between England 
and Scotland to be replayed as she didn't like the result of the last 
one. 

Latest news: Arsenal football kick off times have now changed from 
3.00pm to ten to two. 

It's been a long struggle, but I've finally gotten over my obsession 
with Sinead O’Connor. It's been seven hours and fifteen days. 

I have CDO... ...........It's like OCD but all the letters are in 
alphabetical order... as they should be. 

I was driving down the motorway when, to my amazement, a 
procession of black hearses shot past, me on the inside 
lane. ........Flaming undertakers. 

I'd been searching for ages but couldn't find my keys anywhere. My 
friend said, "try looking harder." So I got a skinhead and some 
tattoos, but I still couldn't find them. 

I recently read about fatal disease victims who want to have their 
bodies frozen so they can be brought back to life in the future when 



 

 

	
HOLY	TRINITY	WOODBURN	

	
	 	

27 	
April	2017	

	
	 	

there is hope.  Unfortunately all the avaliable places have been 
taken by Liverpool and Arsenal fans. 

I'm not saying staff at my local supermarket are inept, but I've just 
used self checkout and been named Employee of the Month!! 

The Liverpool team visited an orphanage yesterday. “It’s heart-
breaking to see their sad little faces with no hope,” said Bradley 
aged 6. 

Got a new job with the Samaritans last week?......... Tried to phone 
in sick this morning and they talked me out of it! 

Donald Trump has chosen Mickey Pence as his vice president ...... 
I don't think Walt Disney could ever have imagined that one day 
Mickey and Donald would be running America! 

I answered the door this morning.  A 6ft beetle punched me in the 
face & called me a fat slob. Apparently there's a nasty bug going 
round! 

Vic Wootton 
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Services – April 2017 
 

Date Reading 
Number 

Reader Title & Prayer 
Leader 

Book Chapter & Verses 

 
2 April 2017 1st Reading James Beattie HC Isaiah Chapter 52 verse 13 

to Chapter 53 verse 
6 

 2nd Reading Rev Alan 
McCann 

Carol Mulligan Isaiah Chapter 53 verses 7 
- 12 

 
9 April 2017 1st Reading ————— PALM SUNDAY ————

— 
————— 

 2nd Reading ————— Prayers 
Rev Alan McCann 

————
— 

————— 

 
16 April 2017 1st Reading ————— EASTER DAY ————

— 
————— 

 2nd Reading ————— Prayers 
Joanne Shimmon 

————
— 

————— 

 
23 April 2017 1st Reading Bill Lunny Service of the Word John Chapter 20 verses 

24 - 29 

 ————— ————— Kel McDermott ————
— 

————— 

 
30 April 2017 1st 

Reading 
Adam Fittis Service of the 

Word 
John Chapter 21 verses 

15 - 19 

 ————— ————— Prayers 
Young at Heart 

————
— 

————— 

 

Colin McIlwaine 


