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Letter to Parishioners 
Hello everyone, 
 
November 21st marks the end of the Church’s 
year.  Traditionally this Sunday is called “stir-
up” Sunday.  The name is taken from the 
opening words of the BCP Collect for the 

Sunday before Advent (which marks the beginning of the new liturgical 
year in the Church).  The collect reads: 
 
“Stir-up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people;  
that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works,  
may of thee be plenteously rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.” 
 
A tradition which grew up around this stir-up Sunday was that each 
member of the family would take a turn at stirring the Christmas pudding 
mix.  I love Christmas pudding but I usually buy mine from a shop. 
 
Take a moment and look again at the Collect above.  Take a moment and 
pray it.  I think at the end of one church year and the beginning of a new 
church year that this should be our daily prayer as a parish. 
As we have reopened different organisations and started a few new 
organisations, such as the Children’s choir (which begins the first Sunday 
in November) and the new Youth Group for ages 7+, we need to pray that 
God would stir us up to be faithful people and that our lives would 
genuinely be a reflection of Christ Jesus to this dark, despairing and lost 
world. 
So can I encourage you to cut out this collect, or if you have a prayer book 
in your home put a book mark at the Sunday before Advent and daily pray 
this prayer for yourself and for Holy Trinity. 
God hears and answers prayers.  I am so thankful to see His hand at work 
as we reopen Holy Trinity.  The new people who have joined us on a 
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Sunday, the increase in our financial giving, the return of so many 
children, young people and adults to our organisations and the beginning 
of new ministries.  God has already stirred up His people in Holy Trinity 
so let us not become complacent but encourage and spur one another on 
to be “stirred up” by the Holy Spirit to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit 
in our lives and in the fellowship of Holy Trinity. 
 

God Bless 
Rev Dr Alan McCann 

 

Select Vestry 
If anyone wants an item raised at the Select Vestry please contact: 
Marjory Edgar:   secretary@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk  
Drew Buchanan:   treasurer@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk  
or any member of SV. This includes booking the church hall for any 
events.  

Marjory Edgar 
Secretary 

 
 

Wings Appeal 
September marked the 70th anniversary of the Wings Appeal. From its 
beginnings in 1951, the Wings Appeal has gone on to raise £173 million 
(allowing for inflation and valued at today’s rates). This is an incredible 
amount that has allowed the RAF Association to offer vital welfare 
support to so many within the RAF community. 
Holy Trinity church collected £220 and the vestry agreed to donate £300 
to this year’s appeal. Thank you once again for the financial support. 
 

Drew Buchanan MBE 
Treasurer 
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Care for the Family  
 

Some information about one of the charity the Church supports. 
 
We are a national charity which aims to 
strengthen family life and to help those who 
face family difficulties. 
Since 1988, Care for the Family seeks to 
strengthen family life and help those who 
face family difficulties. Our work focusses 

on the UK and the Isle of Man, but increasingly through digital 
technology, we are reaching a wider audience. 
We work primarily in the following areas of family life: marriage, 
parenting and bereavement. Our aim is to be accessible to every family 
whatever their circumstances and to create resources and support that are 
preventative, evidence-based and easy to apply. 
Every family and marriage is unique. Parents may have one child or many, 
be fostering or adopting, be parenting a child with additional needs, 
parenting alone or apart from their children. Couples may have been 
together for many years or just beginning their marriage adventure. 
Whatever the context and circumstances we want to do all we can to 
support both marriages and families to help them thrive. 
However, we also know that on every journey they will experience 
difficult times as well as the good. Our telephone befriending services are 
there to support them when the going is tough. In particular, we are aware 
that all will experience grief and loss during their lifetime. We want to 
help those who are living with loss to discover hope for the future, and the 
strength to rebuild their own lives and the lives of those that they love. 
Motivated by our Christian faith, ethos and compassion we are committed 
to supporting families of all faiths or none, with outstanding services and 
resources. 

Drew Buchanan MBE 
Treasurer 
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Harvest Appeal 
Thank you to all who supported the harvest appeal (it’s not too late) by 
placing an envelope in the mission bucket. 
The vestry will allocate some money towards the local food bank, DEC 
(Disaster emergency committee) covid appeal and towards  maintenance 
at the Church. 

Drew Buchanan MBE 
Treasurer 

 
 

Storehouse 
Storehouse continue to help those in need within our 
community.  Please contact me if you have items of 
unwanted furniture and I will gladly arrange a 
collection. 

Thank you for your support. 
Donna Harrison 

 
 
 

Samaritans Purse Christmas Boxes- Operation 
Christmas Child 

 
The last date for returning the shoe boxes is Sunday 
31st October. Thank you for the boxes returned 
already and for the financial support towards the 
cost of sending the boxes. 
 
Drew Buchanan MBE 
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Young Peoples’ Badminton 
 The Badminton Club is in urgent need of help as some 
of our leaders have unfortunately had to step down. To 
run the Club, we need both Male and Female leaders on 
Saturday afternoons between 2pm and 5.15pm. 
If you are interested or would just like to chat about 
what is involved, please speak to Graeme Hunter, 
Joanne Hunter, Garry Richmond or Eddie Orr.  

 
 

God Bless. 
Graeme Hunter 

 

Alan’s Bible Study  
Please note the following day and times for 
recommencement of prayer times and bible study: 
 
 
Wednesday’s 

1.00pm-2.00pm - Lunch time Bible Study in the Bennett Room 
- we will resume our study in Psalms 

7.30pm-8.00pm  - Prayer Time - Kerr Room 
8.00pm-9.00pm  - Bible Study - Kerr Room 
Everyone will be very welcome.  We will meet upstairs in the Kerr room 
keeping social distancing. 
 

God bless  
Rev Dr Alan McCann 
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Remembrance Sunday 14th November 
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Young At Heart 
 
Our next meeting will be at 11.00 am on 
Monday 1st November for Christmas 
Craft with Carol. Of course there will be 
our usual cuppa and chat. We would love 
to have you join us.  
 
God Bless 

Yvonne and the team 
 

Carrickfergus Baby Bank 
We thank you for the support and ask for donations of nappies, new baby 
grows, wipes, lotions, baby bath shampoo etc. Please place the items into 
the bin provided. The contents are delivered each month. 
You can find out more here  www.opendoorcentre.org/babybank. 
 

Trinity Tots - Toddlers Group 
Thursday mornings, 10.00am - 11.30am 

It has been great to welcome our babies, toddlers and their 
carers and we have really enjoyed chatting, playing, 
singing and our new bubble machine! Snacks for adults 
and children have gone down a treat too. Many of our 
adults have told us how glad they are that groups like ours 

are back again as they and their children had been so lonely and isolated 
during the past year. It has been a real joy to hear those little children's 
voices again.  

You can be assured of a warm welcome. 
God Bless 

Lisa, Carolynne and Liz 
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Fellowship Café at Holy Trinity 
Every Thursday 11am – 1pm 

 
We re-opened on Thursday October 7th after 
an 81 week break because of Coronavirus. 
As expected, our first café was relatively 
quiet but we are now getting back to pre-
covid days. 
 
The generosity of our friends never ceases 

to amaze us. We have already been able to supply provisions for our 
friends at Woodlands Presbyterian Church Food Table and The 
Carrickfergus Baby Bank. 
 
Due to family commitments the café team lost the services of our good 
friends, Joanne and Terry along with Rebecca, who has entered the 
business world with her Child Minding Services.  
We wish them God’s Blessing. We now have three new volunteers,  
Chrissie, Maureen and Jim. 
 
If you are unable to visit us, you can keep in touch by following us on 
facebook at “Holy Trinity Fellowship Café”. 
 
Please continue to remember us, and all our church organisations, in your 
daily prayers 
 

Yours in Christ    
Maurice Langley 

 
God is good † all the time 
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Prayer Team 
Alison Allen, Joan Harvey & Libby Todd 

 
Two members of the Prayer Team will be meeting 
in the Prayer Room on Sundays after the service to 
lift your prayer slips. Two members will also be 
available at the front of the church to pray with you 
at this time each week. We will rotate in these roles 
so you will see different faces from week to week. 
Please do ask if you would prefer prayer in the 
privacy of the prayer room. The slips will continue 
to be lifted weekly and on 4 occasions as 

previously (usually over 4 weeks but may be over a longer period). 
Therefore, please do continue to make use of our prayer request box 
situated in the front hall of the church. As always, be assured that 
information on the slips remains confidential. We would encourage you 
to complete a prayer slip after you have attended for prayer so that we can 
continue to pray for your situation when we meet together.  
 If you would be interested in being part of the prayer team we ask that 
you consider this and know that we would dearly love to have your 
support. Please do approach one of us.   

Libby Todd 
On behalf of the prayer team 

 

C.M.S Ireland Used Postage Stamps 
Keep saving those used stamps 
(remembering to leave a small border) and 
pop them in the box on the church table or 

hand them to me. The money raised from their sale  continues to support 
Christian based projects in Africa. 

Many thanks. 
Yvonne Best 
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Carrickfergus Food Bank. (JVC Church) 
We are asked to consider donating items suitable for Christmas now.  
These may include tinned ham, fruit, biscuits, chocolate, small selection 
packs etc. 
Please place into the 2 red bins in the entrance hall. The food is delivered 
monthly. 
Thank you for the continued support which is very much appreciated. 
 
 

 

Creche Rota – Nov 2021 
 

 
 
7th November Arlene McCartney Anne Langley 
14th November Alison Moffett Laura Kerr 
21st November Lisa McCusker Sharon McNeill 
28th November NO CRECHE 

             
Many thanks, 

Laura Kerr 
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Holy Trinity Chair Rota – Nov 2021 
Team 1 Team 2 Team 3 Team 4 Team 5 

James Beattie Dougie Hempton Graeme Hunter Phil Moody John Fittis 

Kel 
McDermott 

Bill Lunney Jim McNerlan Eddie Orr Daniel Lafferty 

Colin 
McIlwaine 

Fred Shasko Bert Macartney David Sprott Peter Moffett 

Garry 
Richmond 

Simon McDonald Maurice 
Langley 

 Mark Taylor 

    John Fittis Jr 

 
Team Dates 

1 7th Nov 5th Dec 2nd Jan 6th Feb 
2 14th Nov 12th Dec 9th Jan 13th Feb 
3 21st Nov 19th Dec 16th Jan 20th Feb 
4 28th Nov 26th Dec 23rd Jan 27th Feb 
5   30th Jan  

 
Please note: Please take note of church announcements 
regarding organisations using the church and possible need to 
put out and put away chairs each week. If possible,  please 
liaise with the others in your group. 
 

Thank you 
Simon McDonald 
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Announcements 
If you have any information you wish to pass to the 
congregation via the data projector, please e-mail it 
to Marjory Edgar at: 
announcements@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk 

by the Friday afternoon of each week 
 
 

 

Avril Waller Pilates 

 
Hello everyone, 
Every Thursday in the main hall from 10am to 11am.  
Bring a mat, small towel, resistant band and wear comfortable clothes. No 
shoes needed. The cost is £6.50 per class.  
Please wear a mask  both coming to and leaving the class and use the hand 
sanitiser. Leave a gap between you and the next person when setting out 
your mat.I look forward to seeing you. 
 

Take care, 
Avril Waller, Pilates 
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Uplift 
Uplift is looking forward to the happiest (and our busiest) time of the year! 
We will be performing on the 20th November at the Carrickfergus lights 
switch on @3pm on the Main street, and the civic carol service in St 
Nicholas’s church @4pm, so feel free to come down and join the 
festivities! Our annual Christmas show will be taking place in the McNeill 
Theatre on the 18th December, and again you’re all very welcome to join 
us for some Christmas cheer! 
 

 
 

Thank you for supporting the local arts. 
The Uplift Team 
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Sunday Services 
Date Reading Number Reader Title & Prayer Leader Book Chapter & Verses 

 7 November 2021 1st Reading Garry Richmond HC 
 

God/Giants 

1 Samuel Chapter 17 verses 
1 - 16 

 2nd Reading Rev Alan McCann Prayers 
Janis Gibson 

1 Samuel Chapter 17 verses 
17 - 39 

 14 November 
2021 

 
Remembrance 

Sunday 

1st Reading Rebecca Moody MP 
 

The Battle is Mine 

1 Samuel Chapter 17 verses 
40 - 47 

 2nd Reading Gail Doherty Prayers 
Rev Alan McCann 

1 Samuel Chapter 17 verses 
48 - 51 

 21 November 
2021 

1st Reading Hannah Hulme MP 
 

A Kindred Sprit 

1 Samuel  Chapter 18 verses 
1 - 8 

 2nd Reading Helen Fitis Prayers 
Yvonne Best 

1 Samuel Chapter 18 verses 
9 - 16 

 28 November 
2021 

 
BB/GB 

Enrolment 

1st Reading Karen Buchanan Advent Sunday 
 

Jesus: Light of the 
World 

John Chapter 8 verses 
12 - 20 

 2nd Reading __________ Prayers 
Drew Buchanan 

__________ __________ 

 
Colin McIlwaine 

 


